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bation of a great majority." Whether Mr. Web.
ster repented his opposition to the compromise no
one can say, but the change of opinion in New
England, the general assent of the Whig party,
and the dazzling temptations of presidential can-
didacy prevailed with him. He fell in behind
Mr. Clay, and remained there in a party sense and
as a party man for the rest of his life.

The terrible prize of the presidency was indeed
again before his eyes. Mr. Clay's overthrow at
the previous election had removed him, for the
time being at least, from the list of candidates,
and thus freed Mr. Webster from his most danger-
ous rival. In the summer of 1833 Mr. Webster
made a tour through the Western States, and was
received everywhere with enthusiasm, and hailed
as the great expounder and defender of the Con-
stitution. The following winter he stood forward
as the preeminent champion of the Bank against
the President. Everything seemed to point to
him as the natural candidate of the opposition.
The Legislature of Massachusetts nominated him
for the presidency, and he himself deeply desired
the office, for the fever now burned strongly
within him. But the movement came to nothing.
The anti-masonic schism still distracted the oppo-
sition. The Kentucky leaders were jealous of Mr.
Webster, and thought him " no such man" as
their idol Henry Clay. They admitted his great-
ness and his high traits of character, but they